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NEW BUSINESS
LICENSES

JANUARY
2024

Rosecrance, Inc. 1/11

*indicates home-based

51 TOTAL TO DATE

1/11

Lula BBQ
Chicken & Fish

Jeff’s Energy Systems
of Kankakee*

1/11
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ATTRACTION
REPORT

| MARKETING |
Finishing touches being made to the developer

prospectus. A "For Businesses" page is being developed
for the city webpage. 

| DEVELOPMENT INQUIRIES |
16 NEW INQUIRIES

9 NEW BUSINESS - RESTAURANT (2), RETAIL, VAPE SHOP,
TRANSPORTATION, ENTERTAINMENT/MEDIA (3), SCHOOL

6 LAND - ZONING (3), CONDITIONAL USE (2), SITE
SELECTION

1 OUT OF CITY - BOURBONNAIS



RETENTION
REPORT

| NLC CIE COMMITMENT |
Committing for a third year to NLC's City Innovations

Ecosystem. Kankakee is committed to develop an
operational strategy for the business incubator. We

have been awarded another $15,000.00 grant.

| EASTSIDE SPECIAL SERVICE #5 |
Preliminary work was completed to re-establish a

non-profit organization to manage the East Court St.
Special Service #5. This NPO would behave similarly
to the downtown Kankakee Development Corporation
for Special Service Area #1. Now focused on setting
interest meeting to establish a board of directors to

partner with the City to manage this SSA.



PROJECT MANAGER UPDATE
| MARKETING |

BRANDING GUIDE IN PROGRESS-DEADLINE
JANUARY 31

| NLC CIE COMMITMENT |
KCC PARTNERSHIP MOU IN PROCESS

WORKING TO SCHEDULE INTERVIEW TIMES WITH FACILITATORS

| PATHFINDER CONTRACT |
ARPA VIDEO COMPLETE

IN PROGRESS: STRUCTURE VIDEO

| E.D. SOCIALS |
PROMOTING ‘RISING’ LOGO ON ALL ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT POSTS

| LUNCH N LEARNS |
PARTNERSHIP BUILDING WITH LOCAL BUSINESSES &

SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTS TO KICK OFF 2024
BUSINESS WORKSHOP SERIES

PARTNERED WITH THRIVENT FINANCIAL SERVICES
FOR TAX LUNCH N LEARN - FEB 6

| KANKAKEE WORKS |
OPEN JANUARY 16

3 PARTIAL APPS RECEIVED, 1 COMPLETE APP
RECEIVED, 5 INQUIRIES

https://u12079815.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=8YnbRpM-2BSTfXweVLldo9KdTGSW5nR-2FF-2BcXCmP91ZgI8Bn6NiH1INljQEMG2KUOxisNYoxNmGmBCo77QAl8SRejSCBGUl8YvafyuRM9B5kBgdvW-2Ft4scTPT3aect1L7oSu4rlD63Y3McW1loC5LOXj-2B-2FWDndWO97H9CR1ST36aZoqsN4wrJz1IZ98WMVy6j-2Bj0N4uOEtQ5KkW5RFmmt86uXnE6MiHQYj9v2PK9a9U5hu5b8cuQYBuGUNdne7Uc02NrdRBxx-2B30nccYPjB3r4WAiEfrKnt5qeV05S7fD95EqhBGdUvatIUCEF7yhnHzx6ikUrvKNK7BQ16lVl9b-2BrQ6Lgm11FUM5sViqp6v-2BysmUC-2B0pr7lUcv0-2BMmxjCog2qd2vBdS1BglHAu55H42x-2BLCefcV5Y-2FmgT-2BMLtPgNg-2BkO-2FLoNGN9nTWQ9-2BxuuQrepIkENOWDPb974hmjdPGMhDx9mO8En4NABUK4yQwWVIhd0DBBGPdgY-2B-2FvU29VvKSrE05f7JB_BgMyW3RNryqbKu1sOUDbO8-2BWYrdR87tG1ZlvIWCiKajFC3GxYKNidJa9s6JXufjVmPPIIE51ZBOxVqqvmMEXYYFRElj5T2AZnI5jO6stkARdyqyuTMIJBmItIe-2BVhoatQ4E12VBIXMO7pgCxzZIo3Gn6MoafDEpQSMCV7YS8YHJm2O99xlKzzUNOJaJrJSp8qvgsb5-2FONBSiIvOs8iOd7KgrFj36tOxlO9Y6p7gQa2I-3D


UNEMPLOYMENT DATA
NOV 2023

4.9%

3.7%

4.2%

3.4%
https:// ides. i l l inois.gov/resources/labor-market- information/laus/current-monthly-unemployment-rates.html

LAST UPDATE



KANKAKEE COUNTY CONVENTION 
& VISITORS BUREAU (KCCVB)

| Board of Directors Meeting |
3rd Wednesday of each month | 4pm

Economic Alliance of Kankakee County Board Room

| Executive Committee Meetings |
2nd Wednesday of each month | 9:30am

KCCVB Board Room

KCCVB City Representative
Alderman Dave Baron



KANKAKEE RIVERFRONT SOCIETY (KRS)
Priority notes from Executive Director, Bill Yohnka (September 2023):

$27,500 pledged in donations
Structural engineers evaluated the boathouse in preparation of
restoration work starting
Working on local Visit Kankakee County Community Tourism
Action Grant & Midland States Bank

| Board of Director Meetings |
2nd Tuesday of each month | 11am

Meeting Locations Vary

KRS City Representative
Alderman Mike Cobbs

Barbi Watson is the Chairperson.



2023 Q4 REPORT

To read more cl ick on the l ink below.
https://kankakeecountyed.org/wp-content/uploads/Economic-All iance-Q4-2023-BoD-Report-2.pdf

PRIORITIES
Gotion
Workforce - Unemployment
Business Resources

Back 2 Business (IL State Grant)
Illinois Manufacturers’ Association Training
Bettering Your Business - KCC’s MITC - January 18, 7:30-9:30am



PROJECT UPDATES



RIVERSTONE DEVELOPMENT ZONE
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|PROJECT ICING|
CONSTRUCTION FINISHED; DUNKIN OPENED 11/17

|PROJECT VENTURE|
Working on annexing property - Zoning
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EAST

EAST

EAST COURT ST. DEVELOPMENT ZONE
EAST COURT ST. DEVELOPMENT ZO

EAST COURT ST. DEVELOPMENT ZONE

EAST COURT ST. DEVELOPMENT ZONE
EAST COURT ST. DEVELOPMENT ZONE

EAST COURT ST. DEVELOPMENT ZONE

T ST. DEVELOPMENT ZONE
ST COURT ST. DEVELOPMENT ZONE
T ST. DEVELOPMENT ZONE|RICKY ROCKETS|

CONSTRUCTION IS ONGOING

|HOBBIE AVENUE|
WORK IS ONGOING

HOTEL IS INTERESTED IN THIS AREA



COMMERCIAL SPACE AVAILABLE ON WEST STATION STREET

|ETCHED IN TIME|
OPENED MAY 6, 2023

WEST COURT ST. DEVELOPMENT ZONE
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|PAVING PROS|
LICENSED July 11, 2023
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NE |EAST RIVERWALK|
FINAL DESIGN PLANS BEING COMPLETED

|WEST RIVERWALK|
PROPERTY ACQUISITION PHASE

 |WEST AVE|
PUTTING TOGETHER PLANS FOR STREETSCAPE

|PROJECT VATICAN|
NEED TO REVIEW RDA

RIVERFRONT DEVELOP
RIVERFRONT DEVELOPMENT ZONE

RIVERFRONT DEVELOPMENT ZONE
RIVERFRONT DEVELOPMENT ZONE

RIVERFRONT DEVELOPMENT ZONE

RIVERFRONT DEVELOPMENT ZONE
RIVERFRONT DEVELOPMENT ZONE

RIVERFRONT DEVELOPMENT ZONE

RIVERFRONT DEVELOPMENT ZONE
PMENT ZONE

|505 S. SCHUYLER AVE|
TIF APPLICATION REVIEW



|CURRENTLY LISTED|
MARCUS & MILLICHAMP:
https://www.marcusmillichap.com/properties/74222/the-shoppes-at-
meadowview-value-add-opportunity 

THE SHOPPES OF MEADOWVIEW
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|PROJECT CATALYST|
TIF APPROVAL FROM COUNCIL ON 8/21/2023

|RIVER VALLEY METRO|
CONSTRUCTION FINISHED

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT ZONE
DOWNTOWN DEV

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT ZONE

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT ZONE
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT ZONE

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT ZONE

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT ZONE
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT ZONE

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT ZONE

OWN DEVELOPMENT ZONE
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT ZONE

OWN DEVELOPMENT ZONE
ENT ZONE

|MAJESTIC BUILDING|
THE LUSH VINE & FLANAGAN’S NOW OPEN

8 ONE FIVE GRAND OPENING JANUARY 26, 2024



400 N. BLOCK OF 5th AVE
816 S. SCHUYLER AVE

BUILDING, PLANNING, & COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE
|PRIORITY COMMERICIAL PROPERTIES|

|JAFFE DRUG|ON COURT STREET

|RIVERSTONE CONVENTION CENTER| PART OF PROJECT VENTURE

|SOUTHWEST| CORNER OF COURT STREET & SCHUYLER AVE

|1933 E. COURT ST| DEMO COMPLETE - BEGINNING RFP PROCESS



ECDA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT RECOVERY
BOUNCE BACK

CONNECTIONS TO RESOURCES
PROVIDE EDUCATION IMPROVE

CONSISTENT RETENTION VISITS
CONSISTENT ATTRACTION EFFORTS

SURVEY
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REFINE

MARKETING MATERIALS
MESSAGING PLATFORMS & STYLES

BRAND MANAGEMENT OPTIMIZE
TIME MANAGEMENT

REPORTING MEANINGFUL DATA
USE OF INTERNS TRAIN

ATTEND VIRTUAL CONFERENCES
APPLY FOR TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

OBTAIN INDUSTRY CERTIFICATIONS

2023 STRATEGIC WORK



KEEP IN MIND
MOBILITY

RACIAL & ECONOMIC
DISPARITIES

AGING & OBSOLETE
INFRASTRUCTURE

SWIFTLY CHANGING
TECHNOLOGY

DIVERSE & AGING
POPULATION


